Alexander Calder

Surrealist Sculptor
O
J
%,

,
cx

By Klara Schmitt



Table of Contents

Creative Brief.........cccoccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc, 3
Target Audience..........cccccoeueiviiiiininiiccne, 4
Content Outline...........ccoeiiiiiiiiniiii 6
Navigation Map........cccceviivininiiiiiiniiiiiics 7
Wireframes and Design Comps..........cccoeveunenees 8
SEYLES...eiiiee e 34



Creative Brief
Project Summary

The purpose of this website is to provide an overview on the sculptor Alexander Calder. Content will include a short
history of his life, a bit about his influences, a sampling of his artwork, and a short summary about what artistic
movement his style reflected. This site is not intended to be an in-depth biography, but rather a brief look into the life of
one of the well-known contemporary artists of the last century.

Design Summary

The design of the website itself will reflect the whimsical nature of the artist’s mobile sculptures. The layout will use
simplicity and white space to provide a classy appearance that will not draw attention away from the content.

It will act like an image map, although assembled through div tags. Colors will be pastel or in gray scale for professional-
ism and to keep the site content in the foreground and the layout in the background. Text will be in Century Gothic. It is a
sans-serif for easier readability, but has a very smooth, curvilinear feel that supports the flowing lines and mobile-naviga-
tion of the site.

Project Goals

* To create an informational website available to the public

* To summarize the selected artist’s life into useful and/or readable content

* To design a simple, elegant website that supports the artist highlighted

* To build a website that meets accessibility requirements, loads quickly, and looks good
on varying screen resolutions

* To showcase my design abilities (but without detracting from the unity between design
and content)

Perception tone

Classy



Target Audience

The primary target audience for this website will be high-school aged students who are researching or studying
contemporary artists and who seek an overview to acquaint themselves with the person they may need to research and
which will provide some basic information accumulated from reputable sources.

Audience Profile - Primary User

Sierra

Age: 16

Location: New Spring, Maryland

Occupation: Student

Interests: Pottery, Rock-climbing, Contemporary dance

Scenario
Sierra is a junior at New Spring High School. She is taking a history class and for her finale

project she needs to write a five-page research paper. She has been assigned to research a
contemporary artist whose key work occurred between 1900 and 1950. Having seen some
of Alexander Calder’s work on a school field trip to the National Gallery of Art in Wash-
ington D.C., she has chosen him for her paper topic. Sierra needs to use at least five repu-
table sources in her paper and is not allowed to use Wikipedia. She may use up to four
websites as sources.

She is looking for a short biography so she can narrow down which aspects of Calder’s
life to study further, as well as a little bit of information about his genre of art and some
interesting facts for the beginning of her paper. Through this website she can find a couple
good anecdotes, a timeline with points of interest, and a short biography, all of which
come from reputable source materials such as a textbook, a thesis paper, and the Calder
Foundation.




Audience Profile - Primary User

Michael

Age: 18

Location: Three Pines, Vermont
Occupation: Student

Interests: Sculpting, fine arts, and welding

Scenario

Michael is a senior at a private high school for the arts, Bayleaf Academy. Here he has
been studying sculpting as a high-school major, with welding being his primary interest.
He has been selected to participate in the student showcase and in addition to presenting
his work he must develop a slide show about his influences. He would like to include a bit
of information about Alexander Calder and stabiles as well as referencing some of Calder’s




Content Outline

1. Home

* Anecdote about Albert Einstein seeing Calder’s Universe.
* Short summary of who Alexander Calder is.

2. Biography
* (Calder’s birth, where and when, and a little about his early years and his family.
* His college years.
* Development of the Circus
* Marries Lousia James

Development of mobiles

3. Gallery
* Mobiles
* Stabiles
* Qil Painting(s)
* Carving(s)

4. Timeline
* Key life points

5. Abstractism
* How Calder began interested in Abstractism
* Early development of Abstractism

6. Contacts

Created and designed by Klara Schmitt.
schmitt.klara@yahoo.com

7. References
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Home

In 1943, Albart Einstain attendead the Museum of Modern Art to sss Caldar's & Universs
motarnized mobiles, He stood laaking at it for forty-fove minubes, waving away anyone who
approached bafare he suppasedly muttered, 1 with I had thought of thas.*

Algxander Calder was an American Sculptor credited with the invention of the mobile (moving
sculptors). He had a simple, naturalistic style, which usually conveyed his fascination with the
uriverse, Starting his caraer with mechanical engineenng and painting, be later gave this up
aind turmed to sculpting instasd a2 his father and grandfathsr had done. Alaxapder Caldsr was
one of the first abatract Amancan sculpters to receive intarnational recagnition.®

To read propesal, click hers,

"Fmtr-rr.; lanathan. Art Since ] 840 Strategies of Saing, p. 43-5]1 Second ed. London!
Laurence King, 2000

5
SMavears, Owen, Mabilily e Works af Aleavsndss Calder and Earla Bronen. Mobdidy i tha
e

Works of Alaxander Calder and Earle Brown, p. 2. 2001, MaeG:ll University, 9 Fab, 2009
Mitpt! fweb.mede. mit.edu’ ~» meyersd megillf papersimability. pdf.
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Proposal

Mission Statement

he purpese of thit website 12 16 preveds AR everyiew on
ke sculptor Alaxander Calder. Contant wall include &
shoart histary of kas if&, & bit about has influences, a
lsampling of his artwork, and a short summary about what
artistic movement his style reflected. This sife 15 not
ntended to be an in depth biography, but rather a bnef
ook into the Kfe of one of the wall-kncwn contemporary
artisis of the last century. The design of the website itself
lshaould reflect the artist's style or work and be coharent
ith the cantent. The lavoul, text, and colors should
reate & simple, but clazsy look as Calder’s wark doss,

Goals
ot

To create an informational website avalable to the public

To summanze the selected artist's life into useful and'or readable content

To design a simple, elegant website that supports the artist highlighted

To build a website that meets accessibility requirements, loads quickly, and looks good
on varying screen resclutions

To showeass my degign abilities (but without detracting from the unity betwasn design
and content)

Target Audience

The prmery target sudisncs for this wabsite will ba high-schoal aged students who ara
researching or studyving contemporary artists and who seek an gverview B0 acqusint
themselves with the person they may need to research and which will proawnde some basc
information acoumulated from reputable sources.
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Biography

“The underlying sense of form in my wok has been the syslem of the universe, or part thereol.
For that is a rather huge model to wark from™ = Alexander Calder £

Alecander Calder was barn in Pheladelphas i 1898, Bath his father snd grandfather were
successful sculptors of public monuments and his mother was a painter. At age six, Calder’s
father was diagnosed with tuberculoses and Calder and his sister were left with friend for a
year, while his father recevered at a health ranch. The family was reunited in 1906 and
ralocated to Pasadena, California whers it was warmar and batter for his father's haalth, It was
during this time that Caldar took & great interast in the stars and plansts, which are often

raflacted in his later work.

After high school, Alexander enrglied in the Stevens Institute of Technology and graduated in
1919 with a degree in engineering. He worked several jobs after graduation, including

hydraulics enginearing and automotive engineering™, but finding those unfulfiling, he began
work as 8 common seaman. This renewed his interest in the stars and cosmos, 1

In 1523, he settled in New York and enrolled st the Art Students Lounge. He then worked his
way over to Paris and by the end of the 15205 he was producing wire animals and partraits. b
Following work with the Mational Police Gazelte, which had him doing sketches of the Barnum &

Bailey Circus, Calder developed a strong interest in aspects of arcuses. 3 Indeed, this may
have contributed to his assemblage of the wire masterpiece the Clrque Calder, which consisted

of 5 suitcases of wire progs and performers] that could be manipulated manually by Calder. 2

January 1931 Caldsr marred Lous:s James who he meat while on & passenger ship headed far
:‘Dm Hew Yark in 1929, They setibed in Mew York, but later purchaszed & house in Raxbury,

A Connecticut. They had two daughters Sandra and Mary. |

Auturnn 1931, Alexander Calder intiated a truly new form of ant by creating metal sculptures
that ran an & systern of cranks and motors, Mareel Duchamp gave these the title of mobiles,

..—-.'.ih:_ﬂ_@fa The central focus of Calder's mabiles was the univarse and cosmic imagary. Upon realizeng ha
= &l could make stationary objects, which relied on wind currents - he pracbcally gave up mobales.
These statonary objects were known as stabiles. 3

Alexander Calder passed away at ape seventy-eight in 1976, 2
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Alexander Calder
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Timeline
| Dates | History
(1858 | Calder is barn in Philadelphia
| 1918 i Gradustes Stavens Institute of Technoiogy
[ 1923 . irErrnIIu in Art Students Lounge .
(1525 Publishes first book Animal Sketches in brush and ink
1926 | Creates first primitivism figures fram tropical woods
| 1828 | Firgt Mew York City axhibition
1931 HImﬂ;ﬂL.ﬂ‘ulHJﬂﬂ:m
(1832 | Achieves recognition in the US for mobiles
19405 | Creates mostly large outdoor sculptures
| 19502 | Develops ‘Gangs' - mobiles with sound
(1976 | Passas away
Contacts
e Fineberg, Jonathan. Art Since 1$40: Strategies of Being. p. 23-51 Second ed. London: Laurence

Kang, 2000,
. RaGallery.com dl=sander Calder (Amacican, [808-1976) RoGallary.com. 20068, Aetneved on 28
--‘EE:- " Feb. 200% from hittpo/'www.rogallery.comyCakder Alexander/calder-beggraphy. him

iigra Schmine § 2009, Last modifind 3.6.09
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Design Comps - Abstractism

Alexander C
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Abstractism

Thraugh his perfarmancas af “the circws,” Caldar met Mondnan and greaw very clase ba the
othar artist. It was after wisiting Mandran’s studio that Calder reakzed he wanted fo work in the

sbstract.t

Albstractism i the opposite of naturalksm and realism, which wers about recreating life as
accurately as possible through the artist’s medsum. Abstract is art that has been paired down or
is pure. It is based on the idea that pature is perpetually in flux and the faster one paints bo

catch "the mament,” the further the artist gets from accurate realism,?

Surrealism developed out of abstractism a5 2 way to paint the unconscious. Artists were frying
to give their work something that photegraphy couldn't capiure; realists just couldnt measure
their arpwork up against the accuracy of photograghy. Thus European artists developed the
style of surrealism, which tried (o represent dreams, fantasies, thoughts, and ideas, It was a

movement about personal experiance.®

The abstract art movement in America didn't peck up speed untl Warld War [1, when many of
the Famous European arhists had to flee their native countnes and ended up relocatng in New
York. Priar to this, Amencan abstract art was pnmarily political or reflected "Amencan values.”

This was known as r-:gil:mulinn."

Alhough, surrealism was popular, the firgt real Amancan mavamen? was abstract
exprasssoniem, which was rooted @ expressing pure amsation thraugh the art as if the medium
wias & langueage itsalf. Charactenistics of abstract expressionism mclude: creative uss of brush
stroke and bexture, the use of large canvases, paying attention to space and proximity of

obpects, and catching scciderts within the w«url-r.s throughi m.rl',nmm'

:I'rﬁ'!-'“"'-'J lonathan. Art Since 15401 Strategies of Baing. p. 43-51 Second ed. Londan:
LALFGNOE KNG 2000
i - B | ) |

Castarads, van, "Beginning American Moderm A" Contamparary Art. The A Institute of
N EERafgtSn, ARG 79 18A. 2000

*Reference.com. “Abstract Expressionism,” The Columbss Electronic Encyclopedia. Columba

S Gt
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Contacts

Comments'Questiong?
Flease contact Klara Schmitt at Lmis3 192500 aledu

#lara Sehmice § 2009, Lase madifisd 3.6.05,
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Styles

Fonts, HTML

Body: Verdana, 8 point
Title: Century Gothic, 24 point
Sub-title: Vrinda, 14 point

Colors

#c7d1d9 - #565656
- #ababab - #666666
- #939393
- #939392

Fonts, Images

Century Gothic, Bold, 16 point

#iftfff
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